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© SERIOUS 
LCon/i derations &c. 


E R E ma been lately a current 
> Report, that the Eaſt- India Com- 

& pany propoſed to advance this 

ear a Million of Money to the 

Government, at a low Rate of Intereſt, in 
Compenſation of which, they were to obtain 
an Act of Parliament to prevent the Running 
of Tea. 

The monſtrous Heighth to which this il- 
legal Practice was grown, and the Damage 
which the Public ſuſtained by it, very appa- 
rently deſerved the Attention of our Miniſtry, 
But when the Point came to be conſidered, 
hey ſaw, that if the Duty on Tea was low- 
r'd, ſo as to prevent the Running it, the pre- 
ent Revenue muſt be greatly diminiſhed ; 
and on the other hand the Company found, 
hat if too much Regard was had to ſupport- 

g the preſent Revenue ariſing from this Du- 
y, then their Expectations would not be an- 
er d. And thus this Propoſal came to no- 
ing. 
I mention all this only as matter of public | 
Report ; whether true or falſe, I will not en- 
quire; tho' I think it very probable, that 
lomething of this Nature was in Agitation. 


. How 


' However, this Ted me into many Reffections 
upon the Runnipg ef other Merchandiſes in 
general, as well as Teas in particular; the 
great Inconveniences and Hardſhips which 
Trade lies under from extravagant high Du- 
ties, the Penalties of the Law, the many 
Oaths required of Merchants at the Cuſtom- 
ouſe ; and theſe Reflections put me upon 


thinking of ſome Scheme, which might. not 


only remedy the above-mentioned Inconveni- 
ences, but bring with it like wiſe other conſi- 
| dera dle Advantages, What this. Scheme is, 
the following Sheets ſhall ' explain more at 
large. I will only beg Leave to premiſe in a few 
Words, that as I have expreſſed my Senti- 


ments very freely, with no Defign to pleaſe 


or diſpleaſe a Party, no Expectation, of De- 
fire of Reward, or View to my own Intereſt, 
in any Reſpe&,; I ſhall hope to meet with a 
candid Reception from the Public. 


A Project of fo extenfive a Nature, and of 
ſuch Conſequence to the Public; may proba- 
bly meet with many Difficulties in the Exe- 
cution, which I have neither foreſeen, nor per- 
haps am capable of removing; but I ſhall e- 
ſteem myſelf amply rewarded for my preſent 


Pains, if 1 have laid a Foundation for the Be- 

nefit of the Kingdom in general, and its Trade 
in. particular; and ſhall leave it to abler Hands 
to ralſe the Superſtructure, and grace it with | 


. 


what Ornaments they pleaſe, [So much by 
Way of Introduction.) * dts ns 
ERS ni, ns end I ſhall 


-— . NI - 
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I ſhall begin with the Article of Running 
Tea, and ſhew how this pernicious Practice 
may be ſtopp'd, to the Benefit of the Public, 
the Eaſt India Company, the Trader in that 
Commodity, and the Conſumer of it. 

Since the Exciſe Duty of 4 s. per Pound on 
Tea was laid, it brought in an Average, as I 


am informed, 130, oool. aYear into the Exche- 


quer; and if the Conſumption was to be com- 
puted from that Quantum, it would amount to 


no more than 6 50,000 Pounds, 


But the real Conſumption vaſtly exceeds 
this Computation, This is a Truth well 
known to thoſe who are converſant. in that 
Trade, However, to make it evident be- 
yond all Diſpute, I ſhall relate one ſingle Fact. 
Some Years ago the Treaſurer of the Eaſt In- 
dia Company receiv'd an anonymous Letter 
from Holland, which he delivered to the then 
Directors, by which it was intimated to him, 
that the Running of Tea was become ſo very 
mach in Practice, that the Writer ſaid, He 
knew one Perſon in the Province of Zealand; 
who exported yearly for England, by way of 
Smuggling, no leſs than half a Million of 
Pounds; and that, if the Directors would en- 
quire, they ſhould find it to be ſo: Tho this 
ſeemed incredible to them, yet upon Enquiry 
they were convinced of the Truth of it ; for 
they were informed, that ſuch a Perſon there 
was in that Province, who, ſome few Years be- 
fore, had been but a common Eng/i/o Sailor, 

ou Was 


q 6 

was now married there to a Woman who 
.Zept a China Shop, and had ſo well managed 
Affairs by his Running Trade to England, 
that, he was in as creditable a Way, as any 
Merchant whatſoever: They found that the 
Quantity of Tea, which he was ſuppoſed to 
export from England, had not been magni- 
fied at all by Report, but, as they believed, 
was really greater than had been repreſented; 

That he had fout Sloops of his own, which 


be employ'd in that Way; and that he had 


more Guineas and other Engliſh Specie i in his 
Houſe, than they believed any. Banker (the 
Bank only RFA in all England, beſides ; 
and that he conſtantly carried on that Trade. 
The Directors acquainted the Miniſter with 
it, who, to his Sorrow, could not prevent it. 
This 1 do not fay by way of Reflection upon 
the Miniſter; ; for tho' he had nothing elſe to 
mind, and had been never ſo careful and in- 
duſtrious, yet he could not hinder, it, or put a 
a-Stop to it. Some Merchants will venture 
where they can double, or treble their Capi- 
tal; and all the Art of Man won't be able to 
binder them: What happened many Years 
ago in Holland plainly demonſtrates it. 


The French Ambaſſador complained to the = 


' Prince of Orange, that the Merchants of Am- 
fierdam, contrary to Law, had ſhipp'd off 
ſome Arms far; Spain : He, as Stadtholder, 
enquired into it, and then told the Ambaſſa- 
dor, that Where the Profit Was ſo (great, e 
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Merchants would fetch Arm out of Hell, and 
eyen venture to burn their Cloaths; and that 
with all his Power he could not prevent it. 


common Practice, I think, cannot be denied. 
But if, after all, any of my Readers ſhould 
doubt it, let me refer him to the-many Sei- 
zures which we ſce mentioned in our Daily 
Papers; and let him confider how many Peo- 
ple are employ'd, what Diſorders are produ- 
ced by this Smuggling Trade; how often 
Wounds, and even Murders, do enſue. There- 


(7) 


That the Running of Tea, therefore, is a 


fore every Man, who has the Good of his 
Country at Heart, ought to be defirous of 
putting a Stop to ſuch an Evil. | 

In order to it, I humbly propoſe, that the 
Exciſe Duty of 45. per Pound on Tea, be 
repealed ; and that, inſtead of it, the Duty 
may be raiſed upon every Family in England 
which drinks Tea, the Higheſt 20s. and the 
Loweſt J a Vear, to be taxed in Proportion 
to the Number, of Perſons in each Family; 


| ; x ? g 
and that of all Public Houſes which ſell Tea 
in Liquor, thoſe in the City of London and for s 
Weſtminſter pay pl. a Year, and in all other i 
Places in England 40 Shillings, lb / 
But then it will be faid, How ſhall we 
know what Families drink Tea? For it vill 
be hard to hy a Tax upon thoſe who do not, g 
© To this I reply in general, that no Scheme 2 
*can be thought of, Fom which an univerſal 
Good is expected, but what will, at the fame 252 
e | 1 time, a 
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time, be liable to ſome Difficulties, How- 
ever, to avoid this particular Inconvenjence, 

mentioned in the preſent Scheme, I would 
| Propoſe, that every Officer, who is to levy 
this Tax, ſhould have printed. Forms of an 
Oath. given him, which Oath he- ſhall be 
empowered by Parliament to adminiſter to 
| ry Head of a Family, -who ſhall declare 
Km not drink Tea. And if ſuch Head of 
aF amily will take an Oath to this Purpoſe; 
wiz, That neither he, nor any of his Houſ- 
© hold, have, for the whole Vear paſt, to the 
1 beſt of bis Knowledge, drank Tea directly or 
indirectly, within his Houle 7 This ſhould 
be ſufficient to exempt him from paying the 
Duty charged upon him. But then, if the 
contrary to what he ſwears can de coy 
Fed upon him, a very ſevere Penalty, ſu 
as the Parliament might think e ſhould 
be inflicted. | 
If this Method ſhould not be 1 1 
ſhould hope ſome other might be thought of, 
more ſuited to the Happineſs and Eaſe of my- 
N ellow- Subjects, which 1 is the ſole End 1 have 
in View. 
I now proceed to * the Benefit, which 
may ariſe from this way of collecting this Du- 
ty, to the ſeveral Wade intereſted therein. 
I. It will e ob facto, binder 
'the dag pa er Sorts of Tea ; * for where 
no Profit 1s, there Aa Aung wi ot 
RL Kung Ag e ji Je 


(9) 
. ft will be a great Relief and Quiet to all 
Dealers.in, and Sellers of Tea, why are now 
liable to have their Warehouſes and Shops 
ſearched and viſited by any of the Exciſe· Of- 
ficers, who take it into their Heads, under 
Pretence of Information, to come at Night; 
or any other unſeaſonable Time; when their 
real Intention is rather to pick the Pocket of 
the Trader, than to do their own Duty. Be- 
fides, the Traders'tnuſt now keep Books, of 
which ſome are ſcarce capable. But, according 
to my, Scheme, every thing of this Nature 
would be entirely avoided ; for, as there could 
be no Running, there could be no Suſpicion 
of their haying ſuch Goods in their Houſes, 
& MW rt. 22 
III. The Ezft-India Company would be 
great Gainers thereby; for they would be the 
ſole Venders of all the Tea conſumed, in Great 
Britain, which is computed at no leſs than 
1, 500,000 Pound a Year; and what à prodi- 
gious Addition this woud make to their pre- 
ſent annual Sale, may be very eaſily computed. 
IV. All the Conſumers of Tea will find 
their Account in it. For as the Duty now 
ſtands, and the advanced Price, which the 
Tea-Sellers raiſe above the Duty, may well 
be computed to amount, upon the ordinary, 
to 53. and upon the better Sort of Tea to 6. 
they will buy it for ſo much leſs; for one 
Pound, now fold at gs. will then be got for 
45. and the Shopkeepet Will get fore in Pro- 
en . | poion, 
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would ſhew leſs Public Spirit than their Pre- 
deceflors. 

Add to all theſe Advaintagts Wed men- 
tioned one other ſtill, which muſt plainly ac- 


etue to the Public (and which is à very con- 


fiderable one) if this Scheme ſhould take 


Place. There Would need no additional Offi- 


cer, but, on the contrary, many might be dif- 


miſſed,” ho dre now Aa i looking 


114 


out to prevent the Running, ahd in plaguing 
the Dealers in Tea by various Methods, For 


this Fax will be eaſily collected by the very 


Peo ple that collect ide Window. Tax. 
Having done with the Article of Tea, I 


ſhall paſs on to another, much more materia), 
and of à much more- genctal Coßſequence. 


Here indeed, I find myſelf under the greateſt 


Difficulties, as J am now to combat with the 


general Prejudice and Opinion of the greateſt 


Part of the Kingdom. The yery mention 
of 'the Word will'at once be apt to * 
and alarm my Readers; and yet I 


eobligse ces, Wh. will pleaſe to let 
themſelves of all preconceived Notions, and 


judge of Things, not by their Names, . 40 + 


their Nature, That a General Exciſe, odi 


as it ray. ſound, is not only neceſſary, but ; 
would really be beneficial: I do not mean 
ſuch” an Exe | as\ was intended, or pre-. 


ſumed to be intended by a Bill brought in 


„ 


Parlament abbüt ten Years ago; for 911 | b 
_ looked ee as deſtructive 15 he 
| ERS ood 


Fi 


Good of the Subje&R, i in many eſſential Points 
and therefore was as heartily zealous . 
that Bill, as it then ſtood, as any Man in 
the three Kingdoms. But a General Extiſe 
in another Shape, is what T am now an Ad- 
Tn for; and I take upon me to fay (with 
an Appeal to every Merchant in the Nation 
for the Truth of it) that, without ſome ſuch 
thi ing, the Trade of Great Britain cannot 
poſſibly flouriſh, or indeed well ſubſiſt, under 
ſuch heavy Loads of Duties, as the ſeveral | 
Branches are at preſent charged with; but the | 
Prench, the Dutch, and all other Nations 
muſt be al e to run away with it from us. 
hHefore I open my own Scheme, I would 
beg Leave to obſervde, how entirely it differs 
from: that, which was propoſed ten Years 
At that Time, indeed, only two Com- 
5 e comes mentioned, namely, Wine and 
Tobacco. But People naturally apprehended, 
that if the Bill had paſſed reſpecting theſe, 
every other, Branch of Trade would by de- 
grees have been brought under the like — 
Tbis it was which made the Oppoſition ſo 
ſtrong, ſo general, and at the fame time, ſo 
teal; ſonabſe. 1... 
As much, and, as well as by can recolle& 
| from, what was then ſaid and written againſt 
this General Exciſe, (for ſo we muſt call it) 
2 there, were. ;chictly three, Things alledged. 
2 Fin, An Inereaſe of the Civil Liſt, Secondly, 
. t intokrable ag d vexations Search, which 


Pap SYery 
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eyery Man wy be ſubject to, aka dealt i - 


exciſcable Commodities. And 7. Thirdly, A 
great Increaſe of Exciſe- Officers, in . Cats 
neceſſary to hinder Frauds. 1 
\ Theſe were the grand Objections agai inſt 
"that Bill, and they were prefſed-at that Time 
in many-Pamphlets with ſuch. Force of Rea- 
ſon and Argument, that little conld be re- 
5 plied, But in the Scheme which I ſball lay 
down, the two firſt of theſe Objections can 
:have no Place, and the laſt will be abſolutely 
everſed. 

My Propoſal in Wort ! is this, That there be 
but one Angle Exciſe Duty over all Great 
Britain, and that, upon HOU SES.” As for 
England alone, excluſive of Scotland and 
Wales, (to which 1 reſerve: myſelf to fay 
. ſomething hereafter) the 9 of Houſes, 
upon the ſtricteſt Enquiry, amounts to no 
leſs than 1,200,000 ; and according to the 
common Computation, every Houſe being 
reckoned at ſeven Perſons, makes in all 
85 400, o Souls, 

Now conſider only what a. Nanibes of 
T hings muſt. be' uſed by every one of theſe, 
for which high Duties are paid if imported 
from Abroad” or high Exciſes, if of our own 
1 Produce ; and conſider to what an additional 

Price the Sel lar of every Commodity will 
exact from the Conſumer upon the Score of 
Duty and Exciſe'; Refle& likewiſe' upon "oy 
numerous Articles which every | Ts ily act 
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Thas the aer moſt fubſtantial, 
Pats of any: Nation hear the greatelt, 
Patt of the Burden, is certainly moſt raſon- 


able, bug as ſaldom put in Practice But it 


1 Can ſsquence of the Method! Propals 1 


andi thug I pf 
Win pale. that in the, foregoing Comm. 
putatign;of -1;200,009:Houſs, there, w ja 25 
100,909 at ſeveml Times uni 
would. be unreaſonable. to expect that «Shay 
ſhould pay Ene, while they remain ſuch. 
Next, I would fix upon rl Houſes, 
which we may ſuppoſe inhabited by the low 
eſt and pooteſt gelt of; People; from theſe I. 
would expect no N that thereby their 
Labour might become ſo much the cheaper, 


and, the. Goods, , Which are the Produce off 
heir Labour,” might, by this Means, be ſold, 
can 


Wt as low, or eyen at a lower Rate than 
Ne afforded, hy other Nations; for 1; do not 


now any Country in Europe, where the 


pooreſt do not pay ſome Tax, or other; 

whereas, by the preſent Scheme, thoſe, of this 

Kingdom would be abſalutely fre. 

= After, this Deduction of Houſes, there will 

ill remain 600,000, which are to, pay the 
whole Duty ; not including Parochial Charges, 


59 ©. | 4 * He 8 | | different * 
to think that 1 haye rather made 2 Calculation too low, 


when I. place it, in an Ave per Aun. each Per- 
. e e „5 e one, Family... 


'or-the-Poor's * which omg Things of a 
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eseßt Nstores belong to evety Piti Tr 
particular, and are not'coriprehended in 4 
| general Scheme, but are left 36 they were. 
Loet us ſee now; Whether fröm theſe 600, ods 
- Houſes may not be raifed a ſufficient Revenue 
to anſwer the Uſes of the Pablick.' But be- 
fore we'enter upon this, we muſt compute! a 
little what the Publick really wants. I would 
be underſtood' to make this Computation on 
Suppofition, chat Providence may bon be 
pleaſed to bleſt us with an honourable ä 
that the Intereſt of the Honſe of Aibria, be- 
ing once effectually ſettled, we may not in 
haſte be under a Neceſlity of intermeddling 
ſo much again, with the Affairs of rhe Cou- 
tinetit,” and to be driven to find out Funds for 
ſuch Inimenſe Sums of Money, as have lately 
been raiſed, and (to the great Detriment of 
the Nation) partly ſpent Abroad. 
The Qheſtion* therefore is, what are ther 
Exigences of the State in Times of Peace. 
J. His Majeſty's Civil Liſt amounting 
$002, 21720 5 ans: . 13866000 
u. Interoſt Money to Diſcharge the Pub- 
ek Debt, near, but not full 2000000 
m. 8 for "the Curran Service of ñ̃ 
e = Wa 00000 


\ FR. „ * 


"Ta all Wt: 5,000,000 


Ide to wit this Money oney, 1 would pro- 
poſe" that's Duty of 10 J. 4 Vear — 
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14id upon evety Houſe ; which, upon the 
600,000 Houſes, would amount to 6,000,006. 
That Ido not mean the ſame Sum of 101. 
to be levied: upon every ſingle individual 
Houſe, I preſume every Body will under- 
land ; I ſuppoſe only, that ſo much Money 
may be taiſed upon the Whole. 

- There will be. a Difficulty in faxing the 
4 for each Houſe, but this Difficulty 
might be got oer by the Government's pro- 

euring an Eſtimate of the teſpective Rent of 
| theſe Houſes, And as the Inhabitants would, 
by this Means, be diſcharged from paying any 
Daties whatever, but ſuch as.are merely Pa- 
rochial, they would have no Reaſon to com- 
plain, if ſuch an Eſlimate was made. For 1 
believe they would find, that there would be 
a conſiderable Saving to every Family, by 
paying one Duty only, in lien of the many 
which they now pay. 

The Method 1 would peintontfor colle&- 
ing this Duty is, that every Houſe in England, | 
which is either let or inhabited by its 

Owners, worth 200 l. 4 Year, or or- upwards, 

or where the Inhabitant is in Poſſeſſion of a 
real Eſtate of 1000 l. a Lear, or more, let the 
Houſe by pn in 25 great or ſmall, ſhould | 
pay 1oold z; all Houſes be ranged 

ia their ſeveral 455 the toweſt at g. M 
the middle ones in Proportion, witk the Ad-. 
dition of real Eſtates an bexed to them. This 


. pc. 
us 


(+ 18) 

' 'Thus6,000,000 J. might be eafily raiſed 3 
and as the Government, by the above Com- 
putation, wants only 5,000,000 /. there would 
be an Overplus of 1,000,000. This 1,000,000 
therefore together with what may hereafter be 
ſaved, by the Reduction of Intereſt (which I 
have likewiſe in my preſent View) I would 
propoſe ſhould be applied to the Sinking Fund, 

. 7 diſcharging the National Debt: And 
I am perſuaded that the Plenty of Money 
would ſoon of itſelf occaſion a Reduction of 
Intereſt, without any Force or Compulſion, 
© The fame Sinking Fund would have a very 
conſiderable "Addition, if the Legiſlature 
ſhould think fit to charge all the Houſes 3 in 
Wales and Scotland, which have not been yet 
mentioned, after the ſame Deduction of thoſe 
inhabited by the Poor) with the Half of 
what thoſe in England pay; which muſt 
amount to a conſiderable Sum; for, according 
to the beſt Account, thete are in Scotland 
about 250,000 Houſes, and in Wales above - 
150,000, If all this was faithfully laid out 
in clearing the Publick Debt, it would be 
ſutprizing to ſee bow much it would be 
N 48 in the ſhort Space of 10 or 12 Years. 
If, in future ne, the Publick ſhould 
nt to raiſe: a greater Sum for the Current 
{Services of the Year, it might eafily be pro- 
cuted by adding for every Million they 
wanted, one ſixth Part upon every Houſe; 
l ſuch an W n be raiſed within 
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the Year ; a Thing greatly deſirable by every 
Body ; and the Want of which has og * 


Cauſe of our preſent Debt. 


Before I diſmiſs this Subject, I think it in- 
cumbent upon me to remove one Objection, 
which may probably, and with ſome ſhew 
of Reaſon, be made, viz. that by thus ſecur- 
ing ſix Millions to be annually raiſed for any 
determinate Number of Years, we ſhall make 
it unn to have a Seſſion of Parliament 
every Year; and fince this would be appa- 
rently detrimental to the gubject, as it might 
prevent Redreſs of Grievances, and tend to 
make the Crown more independent on the 
People, than is conkiſtent with the Conſtitu- 
tion, I would propoſe (in order to obviate this 
Inconvenience) that only ſix Pound on a 
Houſe ſhould be fixed, to be certainly raiſed 
every Year, and the remaining four Pound 
ſhould be annually granted by Parliament, 
for anſwering the Exigencies of the Current 
Year, in the ſame manner as the Land and 
Malt Tax are at preſent granted, | 

And now give me Leave modeſtly to bint | 
what I would have the Legiſlature do towards 
the Furtherance of this Scheme. 


I would humbly propoſe, that the Parlia- | 


1 1 ment ſhould, firſt of all, in the moſt ſolemn 


Manner, engape itself, that, if ever there 
ſhould be a Deficiency in the Duty u 


Houſes, the Intereſt Gould; Seats” and 
before any * elſe, be faithfully paid to the 
K. ſeveral 


a 


; Ac of Parliament: which ever pafled, and | 


in Foros is, that moſt-glorious Bulwark of our 
Trade, the Ad of /Nxvication; and even 


that Gapſe to be left out, I look upon this 


„ = 
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ſererel Proprietots of che Public Debts; be 
Any the whole Rerenue * ſtand en 

age 
A Next I would have. dem 1 that all 


- 
-- 


kid any Duty whatſoever; all Penal Laws 
either upon Goods imparted, or Goods now 
under the Burthen of: Exciſe; and conſe- 
© quently all Forfeiturcs to be levied by wy of 
_ the id Acts, ſhould be repeated; - 

The only Act which I would bus ein 


bete I would have a ſmall Alteration made, 
the preſent: Practice bein a Hardſhip, on the 
Subject, by which many un innocent Perſon 
haas ſuffered wrongfully. ' I mean in relation 
to the Clauſe by which Owners of Ships are 
able te Fut Crimes committed by 
| Maſters or Sailors, which they themſelves 
know nothing of, or if they did, would not 
de able to hinder. This the only Altera- | 
tion which J chink requiſite; for ſuppoſing | 


{ 


% 
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Act as the beſt: 'whioh over paſſed dor che Be- 
_ nefit of Trader; 355 mary 
of this 


It the Parliument ſhould” 
Fortis A 2 Alte do the 


Sebeme, and 
| Burks let ugexamitic what'Benefit would 
thereby acdrue to the Nation in general, and 


do its Beide f 1 n of vad. in 5 5 
ee 71180 Me gn 
Hs 


ſands of 


now if chis Scheme ſhould take 


(<a) 
As to dhe -Goſt, many of the loweſt Rank 
the would be ent from 
221 core whatloever ; * all thoſe; 
who would be obliged once a Year to pay a 
Far upon their Dwelling-Houſes, would not 
only find a great Eaſe by paying but one ſin- 
gle Duty, but alſo a great Profit, by paying, 
in the whole, 4 al leſs than they did 2 
As to Trade, all Duties 
would | prevent 2 ren 8 of Ne 
ning, and hinder cs Ruin of many Thou- 
poor unhappy- Creatures, which have 
been, or are Kill employed in the- Smuggling 


Trade; andi I think, there were once, dt the 


fame time, no Teſs than fifteen or faſt 
Thouſand in the feveral Goals in E ng oo! 
ace, 


ſhould hope for their Sakes, that the Legiſla- 


ture would gew Mercy to thoſe'now in Goal 
for che ſame. Crime, and Annex an Act of 


opp 


5 Grace | in their Favour, 


It would fet the Merchant and Sh 


| free from a Multitude of falſe and vexatious, 
or frivolous. Informations, which may now 


be lodged-againft them. For, if this Scheme 
takes Place, no body will be empowered - to 


viſe their Dwellings, Warchouſos, and Shops. 


And, as the Dury- upon Merchandiſe im- 


© ported from Ahbtoad, as well as upon our own r 
exciſeable Goods, amounts, in Three 


about 50. per Cent, it would enable the Mer- ö 
581 as well as REY and Warehouſe 


"I, | 


r 
keeper, to trade with half the Stock, and 
make his Profit the ſame, or rathet increaſe it, 
in Proportion to the lefſer-Sum for which he 
ean purchaſe” the ſame Commodity. This 
would create a greater Plenty of Money, and |} 
of conſequence greatly help to reduce the 


a 


It would alſo. encourage the great Mer - 
chants, when they buy any Goods upon Spe- 
culation, as they call it, to keep the ſaid Goods 
at home, and employ their oπ/n Warehouſes; 
whereas, as the Caſe now ſtands, they are in 
Prudence obliged to ſhip off ſuch Goods, as 
are entitled to a Prawback of 30, 40, and 
even more per Cent. for Holland, or other 
Places, whereby Dutch, Ships are not only 
benefited, but we. pay Commiſſion, Ware- 
houſe· Room, and other incidental Charges, 
which our on P cople might put in | their : 
ow n:Pockets,,.and have the Goods in their | 
| own Poſſeſſion. e $1254 * ks Kay 
That all Prohibitions are in general -hurt- | 
ful, has ever. been my Opinion, and I don't 
queſtion but moſt Merchants ſo far agree 
with me; tho there may be Caſes, wwhiere- 
Neceſſity will call for tbeem. 
-- There are, at preſent, two principal Prohi- 
bitions in Force, one againſt all Ba- India 
| coloured Goods, and. Wrought 8 ilks ; the | 
other againſt wearing aft India Callicoes: - 
The firſt was procured by that great Stateſ- 
man the Earl of -Hallifax, when Mr. Mon- 
na. ARCH C 8d KISS fague, 


* 


© hee? ic CNS . 
tague, towards the latter End of King Wil- 
liam's Reign. What Good this has done, I 
leave others to judge: But this I kdow, that 
this very Nobleman declared to a Perſon of 
Credit, who told it me, that in all his Life- 
time, he had never done any thing, which 
he ſo fincerely repented of ; but it was now 
grown . ſo popular, tho without Reaſon, a- 
mong the Weavers, and others of the infe- 
rior Sort, that it would be dangerous to at- 
tempt to repeal it, ö Ry 

The Act for prohibiting the wearing of Cal- 
licoes was ſo lately paſt, that it is almoſt freſh 
in every Body's Memory; tis certain it has done 
a World of Harm to ſome of the ManufaQtures 
of England, and particularly to the City of 
Norwich, for whoſe Benefit it was chiefly in- 
tended, Of this I am fully convinced ; the 
very People of the City are now ſenfible of 
it themſelves ; and one of the chief Promoters 


bo confeſſed before he died, that he found it one 
762 - of the worſt Acts that ever paſſed. The Reaſon 
e is; the Prohibition of Callicoes here at home 
"= made them more plenty in foreign Markets, 
0 where there uſed to be a Demand for Nor- 
ws wich Stuffs ; and when the People Abroad 
2 found that they could purchaſe Callicoes 
2 which had the Advantage of being new eve- - 
9 ry time they were waſhed) for a ſmall Mat- 


ter mote than they could procure Norwich 
Stuffs; they choſe rather to get into the Wear 
of this cleaner and neater Apparel; and thus 
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and nk is of a, op more . 
3s the prevegting a Multitade of fal Oaths, 
which are daily at the Cuſtom+Houſe 
und Exciſe Office; fer Oaths are ſo wonder ful- 
Jy. mukiplied by the Pena] Laws, and witbel 
gown ſo, very famifiat, that. it ig n Jong. time 
ago paſſed into a Pr 2 4 in the City to ſay, 
It is bur a Coſtom- Houſe Oath : In ſuch a 
fight manner gte they taken; and how many 
art provedto * falſe, Holmer. Ball may 
pet tell. In 
There i is; one dt Ry which is 
„d upon all ſuch as thip off Goods, where a 
Pra back is to be ee every Exporter 
zs obligsd d take 1 it. ye 12 is. Debenwre is 
made out; andlit is of ſuch a Nature, that 
n Man RA doit wich Trach; ſo chat x 
& was firſt required, ſeveral: Merchants, w 
had Regard to What they were to ſwear, 
mnſtrated Againdt it, . without + 


Nat; 


(25) 
the Oath was to be crammed- Wen, or no | 
Drawback-to be had | 

This Oath: 5 Subſtance runs chak: You 
ſwear that the Goods mentioned in this De- 
benture, are ſhip d off, either for your own 
Account, or by Commiſſion from Abroad; No 
and that they: are not landed, or intended to 
be landed in any Part of Great' Britain, your 
baving the Direction of the Voyage. 

On theſe laſt Words lies the Objection; for 
vo Merchant has the Direction of the Voy- 
age. This belong to the Owner, and the Cap- 
tain of the Ship; and the Perſon who ſhips! 
his Goods on Board, only takes a Bill of 
Loading, and cannot pofſibly anſwer for the 
Captain, if he will ſteer to another Place, be- 
ſides that Which he Fee 80 to: Of 
this there was a few Years:ago a famous Tri- 
a}, by way of Information, againſt one of the 
Adermen of the City of Landon. This Gen- 
Wtleman had ſold a Parcel of Tobacco free on 
Board, as the Cuſtom is; and by ſo doing was. 
entitled to the Drawback, and conſequently: 


according to the Bill of Loading conſigne conſigned 0 \ 


Holland; but inſtead of that, the Captain 
went to Ireland or Scitland; and -thets run 
ens pi na Ten We 50 wee 


againſt him confeſſed. that there. K 
en in — that he had been 


privy 


obliged to take this Oath ; his Tobacco was 


(6) 
oy to the altering of che Voyage, yet by: 
10 


is Oath he was found guiky, according 
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| the Letter of the Law, and condũemoick in Abe | 
Ui If wo {erioul then onfider' tha Nature 
| 
| 
| 


> 


_ of an Oath, 5 it is a ſolemn: Appeal to 
| God as a: Witneſs of our Veracity, to God 
from whoſe: Knowledge norhing 3s Kd is Kidd i 

=_ God who is the Patron and Protector 
Wo Truth, and the Avenger of Falſhood, we 
| _ muſt/ we thin our Puniſhment will be, 
when we iovoke him thus ſlightiy and often 
falſely ? This perhaps may be call d Preach. 
ing, add ſo be ridiculed ; But I am not 
- aſham'd to ſuy, that P firmly: believe, the Al- 
mighty will never permit: the falſe | Swearer to 
g unpuniſned; and therefore, when: the: Sin 
of Perjuryconce becomes general, I have! my 
Fears, that Hr may hel upon it as a Nati- 
onal Sin. Ad fl rot Gd if avenged on fuch 

4 Nation av t⁰ẽjỹ 

But 10 tum fam this hott Digteſnonm zilet | 
ul now ohſer vi the ſeberal Benefits which 
tha / new Scheme of raiſing; 6;200;0007. 2 
Year affords; the: very Manner of collecting 
the Duty with, bo one AHvantageg for when 
each Houſe is once taved, What Trouble ig 
it to pay tha ſaidlyearly Tax T would: fix the 
1 on Flate: of Bruſsy as: they mark 
e ee nf Fire, and there: odald 


ute: hs þ 541 4 12 2. Aal. 103 1 Ie! Naz 5 
per Per kat We dee. Renelvor 
yore 7 By: 
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> i 0a. 
General in. each County, otic of the moſt 
_ ſubſtantial Inhabitants, and of the moſt ap- 
proved Character, who could give good Secu- 


_ tity x, and in order to procure ſuch a one, I 
would allow him for bimſelf, and his Col- 
lectors, and neceſſary Clerks under him, a 
Salary of no leſs than Four per Cent. out of 
all the Money he ſhould receive, and return 
into the Exchequer. This would be ſo noble 
and generous. a Payment, that it could not 
fail of being deſired by the beſt Man in each 
County. The Charges upon the whole Reve- 
nue by that Means would be 240, ooo. 
which is now computed at above One Milli- 
on. Whether this ſaving, and turning out, or 
tendering uſeleſs ſuch a Number of Officers, 
as are now employed, will promote or dif- 
courage this Scheme, Time will ſhew; but 
dope, that when his Majeſty, the Miniſtry, 
and Parliament, will pleaſe to confider the 
vaſt Debts already contracted, the great Suns 
which are now yearly wanted, the high Duties 


which Merchants and Traders lie under; th 
will poſtpone all other political Confiderations, 
and have an Eye to the true Intereſt of the | 
Nation in general, and of its Trade, from 
which all Benefit muſt ariſe, in particula. 

In the laſt Place, fince I would willingly 
calculate my Scheme for the Good of the 
whole Community, and at the fame time 
not to the Prejudice of any individual Mem- 
ber, if it could be avoided; I would be very 

| | WS -: willing 
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f * chat the Patliament ſhoud cenfider 
all thoſe Who, by this Scheme, would loſe 
their preſent Employment. Let their Salary 
be continued to them upon the ſame Foot 
- they have it now; or duting their Lides, and 
this perhaps would induce them to look with 
© x favourable Eye on our Deſigg. 
That ſomething like a Scheme of this Na- 
- thre is expedient, or rather abſolutely neceſſary, 

: F'am more convinced than I care to expte fs; 
for I would not willingly give a Handle to our 
Enemies to entertain a mean Opinion of us. 
I know we are a rich and wealthy Nation, 
and have great Reſources; but conſider what 
the Sacred Hiſtory reports of the Riches of 
Solomon © His Treaſure was immenſe, 
ſuch: as enabled him to build a Temple at 

: Feruſalem, (according to the Computation of 
learned Men) of almoſt incredible Value. Vet 
his Riches have long ſince vaniſhed, the 
Place here the Temple ſtood, and even Je- 

- rifalem itſelt, that contained it, is ſcarcely 
now: to be found. God fotbid that this 
youu ever chance to de our Caſe; by going 
ond our Strengt b 
Recollect now into one there: View;: the 
Leverkl Conveniehcies Attending hor ie 
Ghote! in its whole Extent. 
Conſider, Firſt, the Evils it aims to prevent, 
auch as Frauds and Coiluſions, in Running of 
Goods; vexatious ſearching of Shops and 
1 d numerous Band of — 
& 43/7 1g 2 
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ticharge and!>Burtheh upon _ 


fer I dolate a greg 

oſe e Public; 2 ivexatious 
ary — y\and/above with 
dot Paths or Hownright Ferjuries- bet: 


Obſerve, Seoondiy the poſitive uctual 
Advantage it ivithcbring 37 tothe EAA India 
ompany; to the Merchant; :to'the:Confumer 


Va- r Goads of all Sortaʒ tothe Fublic Hands; and 
ry, a ſhorty to the Natibm in generidy us well dg 00 
is; ¶ che moſt uſeful (tho at pteſent moſt 8 
our and moſt burthen di Purt of it) ite: Por. 


Add to this, that it would beta Means of 
aking Great. Brituin, what is called! in the 
Merchantile Stile, a Free- Port, (a Circurmſtance 
ery deſirable by everyr Well. wiſher : toohis 


— the Care of every worthy Patriot, to 


r racticable. 


ountry) and then ſee whether it does not 


ake ſuch a ei Kan de) feaſible and 


I have ſaid, at * I do not | 


pretend to have heme as one | 
ely that will be attended with no Difficulties, or — 
his liable. to no Objectlons. I ſee very clearly ng 
| that there muſt: be ſome Regulations upon 


ſome certain Species of Goods, which may 
be imported ftom Abroad, and: Would inter- 


upon others, where Regard muſt be had to 


nt, Treaties. But I am perſuaded, when theſe 


of WW Regulations come to be made, if Merchants 
nd actually in Trade were conſulted upon them, 
rs, — the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature would be 
ho 8 pleaſed 


fere with our own; Mauufactures; : as well as 
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